Simulation exercise «Asylum Seekers»
The philosophy
This exercise aims at discussion and working through very sensitive and urgent issues:
· Who and why migrates to Europe?

· How strong is the “Fortress” and what kind of future is waiting for us? 

· Right to European citizenship and how about European neighbours?
· Statehood and its attributes? 
· World citizenship, world justice and young people. What young people have to say?
Note for trainer

Make sure before beginning of this game that your group understands well the notional device of the game, knows the difference in status of "asylum seeker" and "refugee", is acquainted with the main international documents on the subject and is aware of real legal consequence of this or that decision. For this purpose we recommend to denote to the above mentioned questions one and a half hour session before this simulation exercise. Introductory session may be conducted a day before the game. 

Pre-history
Each year more and more migrants arrive to our country. It is influenced by many factors, by military conflicts, poverty, high unemployment and dictatorial regimes that dominate in many countries around the world. Many people escape from prosecution that they face for their political or other beliefs, for of their sexual choice, ethnic origin, religion and even because some people on the Earth were destined to be born a girl, rather then a boy. But there are also people who have committed crime and now wish to escape, naming self an asylum seeker. Because of these and many other reasons many immigrants wish to settle in our country. 

We are rather successful country. We have democratic government, which cares for the nation welfare. In our country education, medicine, social insurance is available for all. Our government supports the development of public organizations and of social work with all layers of the population. It allocates significant resources to the international development aid and to countries suffering from conflicts or catastrophes. 

But today our country suffers itself from overpopulation! Since the mid of the last century our country was packed with millions of immigrants. They arrived from former colonies, from countries with armed conflicts; they ran from prosecution for their own views. Besides, more and more students who wish to get a good education and find a job here arrive every year. High and low-quality workers come with their families, spouses, children, parents. People who simply like our country and want to stay arrive as well.
We are ready to accept everybody, but we cannot! 
Still sharper conflicts explode daily between the majority of the population and new-comers. The new-comers do not speak our language, often follow different religion. They simply have own habits and ways of life. One applies for social benefits and do not seek a job, others occupy our working places. They settle together establishing own communities. In this way they complicate own integration in our society and whole territories turn into ghettos. State programmes of integration for migrants are very costly and have little efficiency. 
Migrants are a real source of social tensions! 
Day by day dissatisfaction grows. Ultra radical nationalist and religious groups and parties appear here and there.
In this connection our democratic government finds itself in a very delicate situation. 
Plot
We are present at the Naturalisation Committee Meeting. The Committee received 10 applications from asylum seekers who ask for status of refugees in our country. But the Committee may satisfy only 2 applications. This is a state quota. Based on consultation process with public representatives and international observers the Committee will have to take a decision on applications.  

Groups of Players (See also Appendix 1. Role cards)
- Naturalisation Committee Members;
- Public Representatives;
- International Observers;

- Asylum Seekers.
Asylum seekers roles
	3

A family which is looking for an asylum because of the military conflict in their country (father, mother, child) 


	1

A young woman - politician who is prosecuted at home for her human rights activism 



	2

A gay couple which is being prosecuted in the own country of origin for sexual choice 


	2

An old woman with her son fleeing from extreme poverty

	1

A young men a very perspective computer specialist. His country of origin is affected by corruption and he sees no future for himself there 


	1

A young woman – medical doctor who could not find a worthy work and payment at home




Objectives of the game
1. In result of going through all stages of the game a common decision has to be found. 
2. Every group of players should make an effort to form own common position in the leading question of the Naturalisation Committee Meeting “Who among all applicants shall receive the refugee status?” and try to defend it. 
3. Don’t forget that the state quota for accepting refugees this year makes 2 persons. 
Stages of the game
I. Division of roles. This division can be done by trainers following the already prepared list or by chance. All depends on aims chosen by trainers’ team. Draw attention of the participants to the fact that it is stated on the role cards if they play alone or among the payers are their role partners. 
II. Having heard the explanation of the Pre-history, Plot, Roles and Objectives the participants should go to their working groups according the roles they received. Every group during a certain period of time should try to form own common position in the leading question of the Naturalisation Committee Meeting “Who among all applicants shall receive the refugee status?”
III. When the time for role groups is out the entire group joins the Naturalisation Committee Meeting. Here at the meeting the parties will present their positions, listen to the stories of asylum seekers and try to influence final decision of the Naturalisation Committee. The Naturalisation Committee Meeting should follow certain Regulations. These regulations are announced at the opening by the Head of the Committee. The Head is chosen among Committee members.
IV. After a short secret voting the Naturalisation Committee declares its decision. 
V. Discussion and debriefing.

Regulations of the Naturalisation Committee Meeting

1. At the opening the Head of the Committee announces the Regulations. The duration of the meeting makes 60 minutes. The Head is chosen among Committee members.
2. Every party (group of players) has a right to state own position. First, the floor is given to the Committee.
3. After the word from the Committee the turn goes to the Asylum Seekers. They speak one by one on the invitation of the Head of the Committee and present their stories.

4. Having heard all of the asylum seekers you begin with Public Representatives. They state the position of their group.
5. The final party to receive the floor is the International Observers. They present own position.
6. Having heard all the parties the Committee takes the final word and leaves for short secret voting. 
7. Upon return the Committee declares its decision. 
Timing (2 hours 30 minutes)
Explanations of pre-history, plot, objectives and roles – 20 minutes
Work in role groups (Committee, asylum seekers, observers, public) – 30 minutes

The Naturalisation Committee Meeting– 60 minutes
Debriefing – 40 minutes
Number of players
This exercise suits both smaller and bigger groups. From 25 to 150 people can play simultaneously. 
What to include in the handouts
It all depends on the possibilities you have, the goals, the level of group, language abilities, the group size. In the ideal situation we propose to give the whole set of handouts to every player. It will help to orient and prepare players. The whole set of handouts should include Pre-History, Plot, the Groups of Players, the Asylum Seekers Roles, the Game Objectives, the Regulations of the Naturalisation Committee Meeting. The questions for debriefing may be also issued to the participants but already after the decision of the Naturalisation Committee was announced. You might witness much unexpected decisions!
Questions for debriefing
· Why certain decision was taken by each of groups?

· What influenced the final decision of the Naturalisation Committee?
· Did you believe the stories of asylum seekers?
· What is waiting for these people (accepted and rejected)?

· Is there a different solution possible?
· Other emotions and thoughts
Conclusions
Drawing conclusions of the game the trainer can attract attention of players to the final slide where the real figures of the international migration presented. This game is not a fiction. It is based on real facts of live of real people (Check Appendix 2. Latest trends in International Migration)
Specially developed for «All different – All equal!»

( Kateryna Shalayeva, 2007

Kateryna_shalayeva@yahoo.com
Appendix 1. Role cards (36 participants)
	You are the father of the family which is looking for asylum because of the military conflict in your country (there are your wife and your child among participants) 

	You are the mother of the family which is looking for asylum because of the military conflict in your country (there are your husband and your child among participants) 


	You are the child of the family which is looking for asylum because of the military conflict in your country (there are your father and mother among participants) 



	You are one of two partners in a gay couple which is being prosecuted in your country of origin for sexual choice (there is your partner among participants)

	You are one of two partners in a gay couple which is being prosecuted in your country of origin for sexual choice (there is your partner among participants)


	You are a young men a very perspective computer specialist. Your country of origin is affected by corruption and you see no future for yourself there 


	You are a young woman -politician who is prosecuted at home for human rights activism 


	You are an old woman who together with her son are fleeing from extreme poverty (there is your son among participants)
	You are the son of an old woman and together with her you are fleeing from extreme poverty (there is your mother among participants)

	You are a young woman – medical doctor who could not find a worthy work and payment at home

	Member of the Naturalisation Committee
	Member of the Naturalisation Committee 

	Member of the Naturalisation Committee
	Member of the Naturalisation Committee
	Member of the Naturalisation Committee 

	Member of the Naturalisation Committee
	Member of the Naturalisation Committee
	Member of the Naturalisation Committee 

	Public Representative 

	Public Representative 

	Public Representative 


	Public Representative 

	Public Representative 

	Public Representative 


	Public Representative 

	Public Representative 

	Public Representative 


	International Observer


	International Observer


	International Observer



	International Observer


	International Observer


	International Observer



	International Observer


	International Observer


	International Observer




Appendix 2. Latest trends in International Migration
Source: International Organisation for Migration (IOM) www.iom.int 
Source: United Nations High Commissionaire for Refugees www.unhcr.org 
In 2000, there were 175 million international migrants in the world, that is, one out of every 35 persons in the world was an international migrant, and one out 16 international migrants was a refugee.

ESTIMATES NUMBER OF REFUGEES AND OF OTHER INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS BY MAJOR AREA,  1970 TO 2000
	Major area of asylum
	Number of international migrants excluding refugees (millions)


	Number of refugees (millions)
	Percentage of refugees



	
	1970
	1980
	1990
	2000
	1970
	1980
	1990
	2000
	1970
	1980
	1990
	2000

	World
	77,2
	90,2
	135,0
	158,3
	4,3
	9,5
	19,0
	16,6
	5,3
	9,6
	12,3
	9,5



	Developed countries
	37,1
	46,2
	87,6
	107,1
	1,2
	1,5
	2,0
	3,2
	3,1
	3,1
	2,2
	2,9

	Developing countries
	40,1


	44,0
	47,4
	51,2
	3,1
	8,1
	17,0
	13,5
	7,3
	15,5
	26,4
	20,8

	Africa
	8,9
	10,5
	10,9
	12,7
	1,0


	3,6
	5,4
	3,6
	10,1
	25,6
	33,0
	22,0

	Asia
	26,1
	28,0
	31,3
	33,9
	2,0


	4,3
	10,4
	9,8
	7,1
	13,3
	25,0
	22,5

	Latin America and the Caribbean
	5,6
	6,0
	5,8
	5,9
	0,1


	0,1
	1,2
	0,0
	1,9
	2,4
	17,1
	0,8

	Northern America
	12,5


	17,4
	27,0
	40,2
	0,5
	0,6
	0,6
	0,6
	4,0
	3,6
	2,1
	1,6

	Oceania
	3,0


	3,4
	4,6
	5,8
	0,0
	0,3
	0,1
	0,1
	1,5
	8,4
	2,3
	1,1

	Europe and former USSR
	21,2


	24,9
	55,4
	59,8
	0,6
	0,5
	1,3
	2,4
	2,9
	2,1
	2,3
	3,9


Source: United Nations, Trends in Total Migrant Stock: The 2003 Revision (POP/DB/MIG/2003/1 and ESA/P/WP.188), data in digital form.

